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T muſt be granted, That 
ſuch as would be ſaved, 
muſt be very diligent and 
. earneſt in the Uſe of the 
Means of Salvation: And 
— or this reaſon, that they 
nuſt be very careful to make the beſt 
Uſe of the Lord's Day, which is a pecu- 

iar Seaſon for their ſpiritual Edifica- 
ion. In order to which, we are com- 
nanded by God to ceaſe our N La- 
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4 An Earneſt Perſuaſive 
hours and common Diverſions on this Sa- ot 
cred Day, that we may the more entirely 
wait vpon GOD, and advance our Spi- the 
ritual and Eternal Intereſts. And the Lo 
very Nature of the thing ſhews us how 
reaſonable it is, that we, who muſt tun 
live for ever in another World, ſhould 
ſet apart a conſiderable Portion of our Hof 
Time to prepare for it. Chy 
So that on this Holy Day we may, kne 
without Breach of Manners, avoid un- 
neceſſary Company, refuſe impertineni dre 
Viſits, and filence improper Diſcourſe, I pro 
that we may enjoy the more full Com- ; 
munion with God, and proſecute the Buſi-· , C 
neſs of our oly Calling without Diſtra - ¶ doe 
Aion. And whoever does fo, will tne 
find unſpeakable Advantages in it, ll 4. 
his great Comfort in Lite and Death. Tie 
For we are aſſured in the Fourth Com- ther 
mandment, That God - hath Bleſſed 2001. 
well as Conſccrated this Day: Wherefort ved 
the Lord B LESS E D the Sabbath Day 
and hallowed it. So that we oppoſe 
our own Bleſſing when we negle 
the Duty of this Day, or pollute it 


by any Thing contrary thereto. .. It if he 
a Day of ſpecial Grace, wherein tb Bleſ 
King of Heaven fits on his Mercy Seat 195 
in 2 more gracious Manner than gon 
pong: *> 


to the Loꝛd's⸗Dav. 5 
4- other Days; having declared that he 
1y | will beſtow peculiar Bleſſings on them 
Pl- FF that duly obſerve it. And what true 
Lover of his own Soul can be wanting 
OW FF in laying hold of ſo Bleſſed an Oppor- 
tunity in obtaining Favour with Al- 
mighty God, and receiving the Riches 
Our of his Grace and Mercy in Jeſus 
Chriſt ? Eſpecially conſidering, that we 
1a), know not how few of theſe Days of Sal- 
un- vation may be granted to us, and how 
dreadful it is to die in the Neglect or 
le, Prophanation of them. F 
m-. And let none imagine, that this was 
Buſi· a Commandment to the Jews only, and 
does not reach to us Chriſtians ; on 
will the contrary, we find in the New Te- 
t, WE fament, that our Lord keeps up a 
eath. Title to a Seventh Day ſtill, which is 
Con therefore called the Lord's Day, (Rev. 
1. 10.) And we find it ſtrictly obſer- 
reforlffl ved by the Apoſtles as a Day of Aſ- 
Dayſ ſembling for the publick Worſhip of 
ppoſe God, and Miniſtration of the Word 
ele fand Sacraments. (Ack, 20. 5.) And 
Jwe read that our Bleſſed Saviour ap- 
It ſheared to them ſeveral Times. and 
in w Blefſed them on this his Day, (Job. 20. 
y SE2F19, 26.) and he ſent his Holy Spirit up- 
thar Jon tbem on this Day. (Ad, 2. 4) 
ond. © A 3 Ard 
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much more obliged now (than the 
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And therefore, ſince we Chriſtians are 


Jews were) to the Obſervation of 
this Day, by what our Bleſſed Saviour 
hath done and ſuffered in order to our 
Salvation, we cannot without groſ; 
Abſurdity and Ingratitude, think that 
the moral Obligation of it is ceaſed, 
To be of this Opinion, is to oppoſe 
the Eſtabliſh'd Orders of our Gover * 
nours in Church and State; and wc 
are required by publick Authority tq; 
bring thoſe to Puniſhment who ar: 
found offending therein ; and all Chri 
| ſtians have as much Reaſon to riſe u 
and oppoſe ſuch as would level thiff ©: 
Holy Day of God with other commoyy © 
Days, as they would thoſe who ar 
digging down the Sea-Banks ; for by 
Mens breaking in upon the Limit 
of this Sacred Day, a whole Tide o 
Vice and Prophaneneſs will flow i 
upon us, to the Diſhonour of God, t 
Contempt of Religion, and the pn 
ling down of Plagues and Calamitit 
upon us, which all Men are concert 
ed to do their utmoſt to prevent. 
As our good God therefore has ſ 
parated this Bleſſed Day to his pe 
liar Service, for his own Glory, an 
1 


to the Loꝛd's⸗Dav. 7 
the Good of Men, both in this World 
and the next; Let us not diſappoint 
theſe Gracious Ends, by Ialeneſs or 
Formality, nor by worldly Buſmeſs or 


carnal Diverſions. Let no common 


Thing keep us from the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, either in the Fore or Af- 
ternoon ; and let as much of the reſt 


of the Day as we can be ſpent in the 


Devotions of the Cloſet and Family ; 


in Catechizing of our Children and 


Servants, in repeating what we heard, 


In reading good Books, in Prayer, Sing- 


ing -of Pſalms, and good Diſcourſe. 
And if theſe Sweet and Bleſſed Exer- 
ciſes are tedious and irkſome to. us, 
'tis enough to affright us to think, how 
unfit we are for Heaven, where the 


Love and Praiſes of G O D make a great 


Part of the Glorious Entertainment; 
of which the due keeping of 4 Chriſti- 
an Sabbath is the happieſt Reſemblance 
that we have upon Earth. 

But here, alas! too many amongſt 


Ius grow uneaſie at theſe Holy Re- 
ſtraints; and being unaccuſtomed to de- 
ny themſelves any thing that their car- 


nal Heart deſires on other Days, they 
know not how to reſtrain themſelves 


Jon this: And having no inward Re- 
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8 an Earneſt Perſuaſive 


it; and therefore they ask, What 


Harm there is, if when the Publick 


Service 1s over, they ſpend- the Re- 
mainder of the Day -reat 
themſelves in the Fields, or in a pub- 
lick Houſe, or in any common Diver- 
ſion? Yea, ſome go farther, and will 
not be perſuaded that there is any 


| Harm in Gaming, Foot-Ball-Playing, 


Dancing, and the like, on the remain- 
ing Part of this Holy Day. 

But, Sirs, whether you will be- 
lieve it or not, God has ſantlified this 
Day ; that 1s, he has ſeparated it to his 
own peculiar Service, from all our 
worldly Affairs and Buſineſs. But we 


muſt not for that Reaſon ſet it apart 


for 'Eaſe and Sloth, nor yet for Plea- 
ſure and Diverſion, much leſs for Sin, 


to recreate the Body, and to indulge 


the Luſts thereof, and the Vanities of 
this World: For we are {worn a- 


gainſt theſe in the Sacred Covenant of 


Baptiſm. But this Day is principally 


ſet apart for the Worſhip and Ho- 


nour of God, and the Spiritual Im- 


Provement of our Souls, and pre para- 
tion for Heaven. And to loſe the þ 


Bleſſed Opportunity of this in 9 8 
TT TS lic 


in recreating Tic 
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y of flick or private, for eitber worldly or 
hat Fhafol Ends, is a baſe miſpending 
blick If our Talent, a manifeſt Contempt 
Re- If God and his Authority, and a per- 
ting Thicious neglect of our Salvation: And 
>ub- Iich Perſons as will not be convinc'd 
ver- If this now, will be taught it in a ve- 
will y terrible Manner hereafter. God's 
any idgments upon Earth againſt the 
ing, Nrophaners of his Day have been too 
gain - Jumerous and too notorious to be de- 
d, which are but as Drops of that 
be- Norm of fiery Indignation which will at 
this pſt conſume his Adverſaries. And ſure- 
o his they cannot be accounted other than 
our e Enemies of God, and of their own 
it we ſouls roo, who reject the Bleſſings of 
part iſs Lord's Day, by uſing it to a quite 
Plea- Jontrary End and Deſign. To pre- 
Sin, ent which, our Church has required a 
julge Plemn Hugiliation before God for 
ies of e Prophanation of the Day of our Lord, 
n a- well as for Murder, Adultery, Or 
nt of ny other immoral Ack: As we find 
pally Þ our Liturgy, where, after the Rehear- 
Ho- Hof the Fourth Commandment, we are 
Im- quired to implore Forgiveneſs of 
para- fod for all that we have done contra- 
the to this Holy Law of his; and to 
pub · ray that He would give us his Grace, 
lick that 


10 An Earneſt Perſuaſive 
that we may never commit any ſucſi a 
grievous Sins any more, in theſe Word 
Lord have Mercy upon us, and inclinfQ1 
our Hearts to keep this Law. 

And foraſmuch as our Supream Lan 
ver has in this Law of his require 
That ſuch as have Strangers within the 
Gates; that is, Gueſts or Lodgers, to loo 
to it, that thoſe under their Roof do nc 
prophane this Sacred Day: How a 
ſuch as keep Taverns and Publick Hoy 
particularly concern'd to keep thei 
Houſes clear of Company on this Da 
Since it appears, that we mult anſj 
to God for any Prophanation of t 
Lords. Day, diſcernable and prevent 
ble by us, that was committed by tho 
under our Authority in our Houſe 
wherein, as Governours, we ought 
bear Rule to the Glory of God. 
And therefore, however many Mou 
ſters of Public Houſes flatter then, 
ſelves with the Gains they make erv 
following their Trades, and humouriqhnd 
the ir Cſtomers on this Reſerved Diteer 
of our Lord, they will find a very  T 
reckoning at laſt, before the Judge Þrai, 
all the Earth. When it will be maSthe 
appear, that they have ſupplied mee 
ny Perſons with Inſtruments to Minn: 


ag at 
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ainſt God, in that they ſuffered. them 
ſir drinking and revelling in their 
ouſes, whilſt they ought to have 
een at the publick Worſhip of God, 
r to have been employed in the pious 
overnment of their own Families. 
ind whatever Friendſhip there now 
ems to be between ſuch as live in 
heſe pernicious Vices, and ſuch as ad- 
iniſter Fewel to them, it may at laſt 
reak out into an Eternal Enmity and 
werſion in the other World: Where 
he one. may fay, Had you not ad mit- 
ed me into your Houle, and ſupplied 
ne with Wine and other Things, which 
jere not Matter of Neceſſity, but mere 
anity and Impiety, I might have kept 
he Lord Day better, and have eſcaped 
bis place of Torment. And on the other 
a and, the other Party may reply, Had 
ny MFon not frequented my Houſe on the 
' thenfLord's- Day, and prevented me and my 
lake Wervants from ſerving God in his Houſe 
nourignd my own, we might likewiſe have 
ed Diftken more happy. n 

ery i That ſuch Expoſtulations and Up- 
udge praidings will be like to be in the 
be maPther World, (where every one will 
ied nee the Baſeneſs and Perniciouſneſs of 
to Mining againſt God) is very probable 
Ag al from 
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12 An Earneſt Perſuaſive | 
from what we ſee in Perſons, who 
Eyes God pleaſes to open here 0 
Earth. | 

I knew a Gentleman, who, after 
ſharp Sickneſs, betaking himſelf to 
new Life, ſeat for the Maſter of th 


dou 
efor 
hat 
e al 
our 


laſts 


ſuch a Conntenance as made him eve 
tremble, checkt him ſeverely for allow 
ing Company to fit drinking on till 
Lord's Day, or upon any other Day, t 
Exceſs ; and gave him ſuch an affeCtir 
Charge to amend this for the future, 
ſtartled him whenever he call'd it t 
Mind; as the Perſon to whom he ſpall 
afterwards confeſt. | 

1. Say not then; What Harm 
there in drawing Drink to ſuch Pe 
ſons as require it on the Lord's-Da) 
Since if it be unneceſſary, it cannot bi 
be very ſinful; becauſe at beſt 


the Lord's-Day; and many Times oc} 
ſions very heinous Diſorders and Tran 
greſſions on it. Tt 

2. Say not; You ſhall loſe yo 
Trade, and fail of a Livelihood, | 


obſerving this Part of your  DutÞ'.c 


But remember, that God rained doy 


d. to the Loꝛd's⸗Dav. 13 
who double Portion of Manna on the Day 
e offcfore the Sabbath, for the Uſe of thoſe 
hat obſerv'd it, (Exod. 16. 29.) And 
ter e aſſured that you cannot loſe by 
to Nur faithful Service to ſo good a 
of th aſter. 
mud 3- Say not; Others do it, and L will 
d wilhet be ſingular: Since the Law of 
1 evelſþod, and not the Practice of others, 
allot be our Rule, if we deſire God's 
— ingdom. 
Laſtly, Say not, That if it be a Sin, 
TÞr muſt anſwer for it your Self, and 
at no Body elſe is concerned in it. 
o; all publick Sins are publick Of- 
mces and Scandals; that is, they occa- 
on others to fall into Sin, are the 
ommon Reproach of Chriſtianity, and 
e Cauſes of publick Calamities. Up- 
n which Account therefore, all that 
ould be faithful to their Chriſtian 
ws ought to . oppoſe the Prophana- 
Jon of the Lord's Day by all lawful 
nd adviſeable Means; whether it be 
|; eiving Information of it to the Ma- 
rates, or otherwiſe, as that which 
nds directly to the Diſhonour of God 
e Decay of Religion, and to the De- 
ruction of the prblick Good. 


ar FR We 
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We are all ready enough to 1. 
Hands on ſuch as break any Law: whic;e ; 
concerns our ſelves. If any one ſteallf 
or robs us of any little Matter, we alar 
the Neighbourhood, and raiſe all t. 
Power we can to apprehend the Thigf 
and are at Charge to proſecute an 
pnniſh him according to Law: A 
without doubt we do well in it; for ti; 
tolerating ſuch Offenders is Injuſti 
to the Publick, and a Cruelty to tl 
Innocent. But then, Why are we 
flack and ſo unwilling to do the like 
ſoch as prophane the Holy Day an 
Name of God? Are theſe lighter Ma 
ters? Has not God a Right and Tit 
in his own Day? Or rather; Is n@ 
the true Reaſon, becauſe we are not 
{ſenſible of Offences againſt God as 
gainſt our Selves? But this is a vel 
bad State, and a ſure Sign that we hat 
not that Love and Zeal for God whiYh; 
every true Chriſtian ought to have. Liſt 
us therefore rouze up our ſelves to oy 
this Honour to God, or we ſhall nev« 
be honoured by him. 


To ſum up all: The Lord's. Day is 
its Inſtitution a Day of Bleſſing, and 
infinite Good to Men: But Men m: 
by their Jaleneſs or Prophaneneſs ra 

che 
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> laFeir Bleſſings into Curſes. But as 
whidſis is great Folly, ſo it will end in 
ſtealFmal Sorrow and Anguiſh, eſpecially 
alarhen theſe Days of the Son of Man are 
ier. When Death cloſes up the Day 
Thiq; Grace and Mercy, and there ſhall be 
e ad more Sabbaths, nor Sacraments, nor 
ons, nor Prayers for ever. Then 
Will the prophane Perſon wiſh in vain 
xr the Return of that which he hath 
reparably loſt by deſpiſing it, like 
ſau's begging; with Tears (but to no 
Wirpoſe) for the Bleſſing which he had ſold 
4 ſenſual Morſel. | 
O my Brethren / Know your Chri- 
an Privileges, improve your Bleſſed 
baths, and the invaluable Seaſons of 
od's Grace. Our Day of Life and 
Grace is ſar ſpent, and the Night is 
a velit Hand, Let this quicken us in theſe 
7e haſt Hours of our Day; to provide the 
ings which make. for our Eternal Peace, 
t they be ere long hidden from our 
yes, and for ever debarr'd from our 
_ NEVEroyment . A | 
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